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Discovery Cove ready to make a splash

New reef attraction will
allow guests to swim with
exotic sea creatures

BY RICHARD BILEAO

It hasn't been announced yet, but
SeaWorld Orlando’s Discovery Cove
plans to make a huge splash for guests
with an all-new, multimillion-dollar,
§75,000-gallon saltwater reef in 2011

The exotic attraction will allow
guests to swim among the park’s sea
life, including sharks, tropical fish,
rays and eels. In addition, a planned
new nature trail will allow guests to
experience the reefs above water.

More thafi 20 permits pulled as late
as mid-June related to electrical, heat-
ing and air-conditioning, and construc-
tion work to be done were filed under
the project name “Discovery Cove Exp
2011" and show material costs for the
expansion exceed $17 million already.

In response to inguiries from Orlan-
do Business Journal, SeaWorld spokes-
man Nick Gollattscheck confirmed that
Discovery Cove is opening a new reef in
2011, but declined to reveal the cost of
the expansion. *We're always working
to improve our experiences and keep
them fresh and exciting for our guests,
We'll announce all the details and what
the new reef includes in the fall.”

Construction permits, online con-
struction sites and industry rumors
all signal that Discovery Cove's new-

est attraction also will include guest
services buildings on an undeveloped
western portion of the 30-acre park on
International Drive.

Discovery Cove, an exclusive theme
park owned by SeaWorld, has a maxi-
mum capacity of 1,000 guesis per day.
Admission for adults is $199, and al-
lows guests to swim with sea life and
relax on a lazy river that encircles the
park’s exhibits. It also offers a “trainer
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Pizzuti developing
office building near
Orlando Health

BY ANJALI FLUKER

The Pizzuti Cos, wants to build a new midrise of-
fice building just south of downtown Orlando — a
project sources said could become part of the planned
Orlando Health expansion.

The Columbus, Ohio-based development firm's lo-
cal office submitted an application to the city of Or-
lando in April for rezoning and master plan approval
on a 3.3-acre West Columbia Street site,

Plans for the site include demnlishing three exist-
ing single-story office buildings and constructing a
new six-story, 138,000-square-foot office building and
a 97-space parking lot.

The project’s estimated cost was not disclosed, but
sources said it could be about $§18 million, generating
180 construction jobs,

Construction would begin in spring 2011,

Rumor has it that the building is expected to be
a new administration services facility for Orlando
Health, a $1.5 billion nonprofit health care organi-
zation and Central Florida's fifth-largest employer
with nearly 14,000 workers. The 1,780-bed, eight-
hospital system last vear announced a $250 million
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time in the day care center at Orlando Union

BY MELANIE STAWICKI AXAM

A local nonprofit that helps the homeless wants
to start construction this fall on a multimillion-
dollar expansion that includes 52 apartments, a
chapel and an administration building.

The Orlando Union Rescue Mission got approval
on June 15 from the city of Orlando’s municipal
planning board for its request to build the three-
phase project on 5 acres of vacant property on
its main campus at West Washington Street and
North Tampa Avenue.

On anew
mission

Multimillion-dollar
expansion for homeless
starting this fall
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Tahlia Sebaduka (L) and Raynard Respess (R) get ready for nap
Rescue

Mission.

Next, the proposed project, estimated by indus-
try experts to cost $6.2 million, needs the OK from
the Orlando City Council. The date of that hearing
has vet to be determined. It would create an esti-
mated 62 construoction jobs.

The nonprofit, which has 59 employees, would
hire about five new workers once the entire
expansion is completed,

Orlando Union Rescue Mission provides food,
housing, education, career training and place-
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